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and beautifying the ornaments of his church, cover-
ing altar and crosses with silver plates, gilded.
Other churches in the city he beautified in like
manner. He was zealous in multiplying the con-
gregations ; following the precepts of the Lord ;
careful in doctrine; bright in example. Liberal
with hand and mouth, he fed the minds of the
studious and the bodies of the needy. In the
end he retired and spent his latest years in con-
templation.

Of Ecgbert, the succeeding bishop, Alcuin writes
in terms of the highest praise* He was evidently
more of a ruler than the second Wilfrith had been,
and could be very severe with evil men. He had
a love for beautiful things, and added much to the
treasures of the church, special mention being made
of silk hangings with foreign patterns woven in.
It was to him that Bede wrote the striking letter
which we have analysed above. He was of the
royal house of Northumbria, and one of his brothers
succeeded to the throne while Eegbert was arch-
bishop. The bishop had taken Bede's advice, had
sought and obtained from Home the pallium, as
the sign of metropolitical position. Curiously *
enough, Alcuin makes no reference to this, the
most important ecclesiastical step of the time,
another silence on his part which may have hid
feelings he did not wish to express. He does
mention the pall, but only as a matter of course,
in comparing the two brothers, the prelate and
the king; the one, he says, bore on his shoulder
the palls sent by the Apostolic, the other on hie
head the diadems of his ancestors. He draws
a charming picture of the two brothers working